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Medical Board of Ohio Meeting Minutes 
October 12, 2022 

 
Betty Montgomery, President, called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. in the Administrative Hearing Room, 
3rd floor of the Rhodes Office Tower, 30 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 with the following members 
present:  Sherry Johnson, D.O., Vice President; Kim G. Rothermel, M.D., Secretary; Bruce R. Saferin, D.P.M., 
Supervising Member; Michael Gonidakis, Esq.; Amol Soin, M.D.; Robert Giacalone, R.Ph., J.D.; Michael 
Schottenstein, M.D.; Jonathan Feibel, M.D.; Harish Kakarala, M.D.; Yeshwant Reddy, M.D.; and Mark Bechtel, 
M.D. 
 
MINUTES REVIEW 
 
Dr. Bechtel moved to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2022 Board Meeting.  Dr. Saferin 
seconded the motion.  All members voted aye.  The motion carried. 
 
REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Ms. Montgomery asked the Board to consider the Report and Recommendation appearing on the agenda:  
Joshua V. Belcher, M.T. 
 
Ms. Montgomery asked all Board members the following questions: 
 

1.) Has each member of the Board received, read and considered the Hearing Record; the 
Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Proposed Orders; and any objections filed in each of 
the Reports and Recommendations? 

2.) Does each member of the Board understand that the Board’s disciplinary guidelines do 
not limit any sanction to be imposed, and that the range of sanctions available in each 
matter runs from Dismissal to Permanent Revocation or Permanent Denial? 

3.) Does each member of the Board understand that in each matter eligible for a fine, the 
Board’s fining guidelines allow for imposition of the range of civil penalties, from no fine 
to the statutory maximum amount of $20,000? 

 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - aye 
 Dr. Saferin - aye 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
Ms. Montgomery stated that in accordance with the provision in section 4731.22(F)(2), Ohio Revised Code, 
specifying that no member of the Board who supervises the investigation of a case shall participate in further 
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adjudication of the case, the Secretary and Supervising Member must abstain from further participation in the 
adjudication of any disciplinary matters.  In the disciplinary matters before the Board today, Dr. Rothermel 
served as Secretary and Dr. Saferin served as Supervising Member. 
 
During these proceedings, no oral motions were allowed by either party. 
 
Joshua V. Belcher, M.T. 
 
Ms. Montgomery directed the Board’s attention to the matter of Joshua V. Belcher, M.T.  No objections have 
been filed.  Mr. Porter was the Hearing Examiner. 
 
Dr. Bechtel moved to approve and confirm the Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 
Proposed Order in the matter of Mr. Belcher.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Montgomery stated that she will now entertain discussion in the above matter. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein observed that Mr. Belcher’s defense of his behavior appears to rest on the facts that his legal 
issues did not occur in the course of practice, he is a good massage therapist, and his legal issues do not bear 
on his ability to provide a good massage therapy service.  However, Dr. Schottenstein stated that character 
matters and that massage therapy clients are substantially vulnerable during a massage.  Further, because Mr. 
Belcher has shown an inclination to rationalize deceptive behavior when it is in his financial interest to do so, 
Dr. Schottenstein questioned whether he may similarly rationalize helping himself to a client’s valuables. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein continued that the public has an expectation that a health care provider will have a minimum 
level of ethics.  Dr. Schottenstein did not have confidence that an ethics course would be helpful in this case 
because Mr. Belcher is not taking responsibility for his actions and he perceives that the only problem with a lie 
is if he gets caught.  Dr. Schottenstein stated that ethics courses help people who have the capacity and desire 
to be ethical but are struggling and need guidance, and he did not think an ethics course can turn an unethical 
person into an ethical person.  Dr. Schottenstein found that Mr. Belcher’s behavior demonstrates that he is 
lacking in honesty, so he felt the moral turpitude allegation applies. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein added that Mr. Belcher’s cooperation with the Board’s investigation was grudging at best.  
The investigator perceived that Mr. Belcher had been evasive and deceptive during the investigation, and even 
during his hearing Mr. Belcher appeared to be untruthful.  Dr. Schottenstein stated that the Board’s ability to 
rely on the veracity of licensees’ interactions with the Board is fundamental to the Board’s ability to protect the 
public.  Dr. Schottenstein did not see how it would be possible to monitor Mr. Belcher given his reflex to be 
deceptive when he feels it would be advantageous for him.  Dr. Schottenstein therefore agreed with the 
Proposed Order to permanently revoke Mr. Belcher’s license to practice massage therapy. 
 
Mr. Gonidakis asked if the Board should consider eliminating the Proposed Order’s $4,000 fine since Mr. 
Belcher may not be in a position to pay the fine when his license is revoked.  Mr. Gonidakis felt that getting Mr. 
Belcher out of practice is the most important thing. 
 
Mr. Giacalone agreed with Mr. Gonidakis, stating that it is doubtful the Board will actually see any payment 
from Mr. Belcher.  Mr. Giacalone also agreed with Dr. Schottenstein’s comments and noted that Mr. Belcher 
made many excuses in his hearing that make no sense. 
 
Dr. Feibel agreed that it is unlikely that the Board will actually receive payment of a fine from Mr. Belcher.  
However, Dr. Feibel stated that fining is partly a recognition of the Board staff’s time and effort in adjudicating 
these matters.  Dr. Feibel commented that the Board should be consistent in its fining process and not base it 
on the Board’s perception of a licensee’s ability to pay. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein noted that when the Board does not receive payment of a fine, the case is sent to collections 
and the Board sometimes receives payment through that process. 
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Ms. Montgomery opined that the Board should not refrain from fining just because of a perceived inability to 
pay.  Ms. Montgomery did not wish to set a precedent whereby the Board consistently tries to determine 
licensees’ finances.  Ms. Montgomery did not feel that the ability to collect a fine should be a rationale when 
deciding whether a fine is warranted. 
 
Mr. Gonidakis stated that his suggestion regarding the fine is not based on Mr. Belcher’s financial status, which 
is not known to the Board.  Rather, it is based on the fact that the Board is revoking Mr. Belcher’s license and 
whether the Board needs to fine when a license is being revoked, regardless of the licensee’s financial state.  
Mr. Gonidakis stated that he was on the Board when it acquired fining authority and the Board was very clear 
at that time that it does not look into licensees’ financial status. 
 
Mr. Giacalone agreed that the Board should not avoid fining due to an inability to pay.  Mr. Giacalone stated 
that the permanent revocation of a license is the harshest sanction the Board can impose and that a fine is 
almost an afterthought to that.  Mr. Giacalone felt that if the Board is going to permanently take a license, that 
is significant enough. 
 
Mr. Gonidakis moved to amend the Proposed Order to eliminate the fine.  Dr. Reddy seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
 Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - nay 
  Dr. Soin - nay 
  Dr. Johnson - nay 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - nay 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - nay 
  Ms. Montgomery - nay 
 
The motion to amend did not carry. 
 
A vote was taken on Dr. Bechtel’s motion to approve the Hearing Examiner’s Report and Recommendation: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
 Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion to approve carried. 
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PROPOSED FINDINGS AND PROPOSED ORDERS 
 
Ms. Montgomery stated that in the following matter the Board issued a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing.  No 
timely request for hearing was received.  This matter was reviewed by a hearing examiner, who prepared a 
Proposed Findings and Proposed Order, and it is now before the Board for final disposition.  This matter is 
disciplinary in nature, and therefore the Secretary and Supervising Member cannot vote. In this matter, Dr. 
Rothermel served as Secretary and Dr. Saferin served as Supervising Member.  In addition, Dr. Bechtel served 
as Secretary and/or Supervising Member. 
 
Norma S. Lake, M.D. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to find that the allegations as set forth in the September 8, 2021 Notice of 
Opportunity for Hearing in the matter of Dr. Lake have been proven to be true by a preponderance of 
the evidence and to adopt Mr. Madden’s Proposed Findings and Proposed Order.  Dr. Reddy seconded 
the motion. 
 
Ms. Montgomery stated that she will now entertain discussion in the above matter.  No Board member offered 
discussion in this matter. 
 
A vote was taken on Dr. Johnson’s motion: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
 Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to go into Executive Session to confer with the Medical Board’s attorneys on 
matters of pending or imminent court action; and for the purpose of deliberating on proposed consent 
agreements in the exercise of the Medical Board’s quasi-judicial capacity.  Dr. Bechtel seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - aye 
  Dr. Saferin - aye 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
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  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
The Board went into Executive Session at 10:16 a.m. and returned to public session at 10:35 a.m. 
 
OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
Human Resources:  Ms. Loucka stated that there has been a great deal of hiring activity at the Board, 
including filling the six additional positions that were budgeted for last year and filling vacancies that have 
occurred.  Ms. Loucka expected the Board to be fully staffed by the end of the calendar year, which will lead to 
a decrease in the Board’s cash balance due to payroll.  Ms. Loucka commented that the Board’s current cash 
balance is very healthy, as Dr. Schottenstein will review later in the Finance Report. 
 
Compliance:  Ms. Loucka stated that numbers are about steady with regard to probationers and confidential 
monitoring.  The number of people in the One-Bite program has increased to 27, which may be reflective of 
physician burnout as discussed in the Compliance Committee. 
 
Licensure:  Ms. Loucka stated that licensing activity continues to increase, partly due to allied professionals 
and partly due to physicians being licensed through the Interstate Medical Licensing Compact (IMLC).  The 
Licensure staff is doing a good job keeping up with the work and applicants are being licensed in a timely 
fashion.  There are still challenges with obtaining background checks, but the situation has improved.  
Licensure activity is leveling off somewhat following the training certificate season. 
 
Complaints:  Ms. Loucka stated that the number of complaints for Fiscal Year 2022 was about 6,000.  This 
figure is fairly steady from Fiscal Year 2021, which itself had shown an increase from Fiscal Year 2020.  A 
focus is being placed on addressing older complaints 
 
Communications:  Ms. Loucka stated that a new member of the Communications team, Jacob Lammers, will 
liaise with media and help Ms. Stewart with the Get to Know SMBO campaign, among other duties.  Ms. 
Stewart has also been helping Board members with presentations.  Communications is also working on the 
updated Duty-To-Report video. 
 
FSMB Workgroup:  Ms. Loucka stated that last week she participated on a Federation of State Medical 
Boards (FSMB) Workgroup in Washington, DC, on opioid prescribing guidelines and developing model 
policies.  Ms. Loucka found the workshop to be extremely informative. 
 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS 
 
Adam N Leid, D.O. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Step II Consent Agreement with Dr. Leid.  Dr. Kakarala 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
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  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Samuel Mwadkon Jama, M.D. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Step I Consent Agreement with Dr. Jama.  Dr. Kakarala 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Whitaker Michael Smith, M.D. 
 
Dr. Bechtel moved to ratify the proposed Consent Agreement with Dr. Smith.  Dr. Johnson seconded 
the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Neal Evan Holleran, M.D. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Step I Consent Agreement with Dr. Holleran.  Dr. Kakarala 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
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  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Yamini Jadcherla, M.D. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Step II Consent Agreement with Dr. Jadcherla.  Dr. Bechtel 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Franklin D. Nash, D.O. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Permanent Surrender with Dr. Nash.  Dr. Bechtel seconded 
the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
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Jakob E. Schwartz, L.M.T. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Permanent Surrender with Mr. Schwartz.  Dr. Bechtel 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Charles James Kistler, D.O. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to ratify the proposed Consent Agreement with Dr. Kistler.  Dr. Kakarala seconded 
the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
NOTICES OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING, ORDERS OF SUMMARY SUSPENSION, ORDERS OF 
IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION, AND ORDERS OF AUTOMATIC SUSPENSION 
 
Ms. Pokorny presented the following Citations to the Board for consideration: 
 

1. Peter C. Johnson, M.D.:  Based on an alleged violation of the office-based opioid treatment (OBOT) 
rules.  Ms. Pokorny noted that Dr. Johnson has a history of discipline with the Board, but not for this 
issue. 

2. Todd Richard Myers, M.D.:  Based on an out-of-state action by the West Virginia Board of Medicine 
which limited the physician from doing procedures in that state. 

3. Kanubhai Patel, M.D.:  Based on a felony conviction for workers’ compensation fraud. 
4. J. Tyler Rogers, M.D.:  Based on the physician having closed his pediatric practice without giving the 

notice required by Board rules. 
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5. Samirkumar Jayantilal Shah, M.D.:  Based on an out-of-state action in New York based on a felony 
conviction.  Ms. Pokorny noted that this physician has already been cited in Ohio for the felony 
conviction and this current citation is based on the New York action. 

6. Gina Marie Shrader, M.T.:  To be issued to an applicant for license restoration, based on allegedly 
continuing to practice massage therapy after the expiration of her license, which constitutes unlicensed 
practice and is a felony in Ohio. 

7. Jim Trione, M.D.:  Based on a failure to cooperate with a Board investigation.  The underlying action 
involved a failure to cooperate with a continuing medical education (CME) audit. 

8. Felicia Maria Ciamacco, P.A.:  Based on a conviction for one count of Conspiracy to Distribute and 
Dispense a Controlled Substance and one count of Health Care Fraud. 

9. Miachel Brian Mauzy, D.O.:  A summary suspension, based on the physician having relapsed, which 
constitutes impairment under Board rules. 

10. Deborah Lynne Frankowski, M.D.:  A summary suspension, based on the physician having relapsed, 
which satisfies the definition of impairment. 

 
Regarding Citation #2, Dr. Schottenstein asked if a summary suspension had been considered.  Ms. Pokorny 
replied that a summary suspension had been contemplated and the decision was made to not proceed in that 
direction. 
 
Ms. Montgomery asked about the age of the physician in Citation #4.  Ms. Pokorny replied that he is a rather 
young doctor, perhaps in his mid or late 40’s. 
 
Dr. Reddy moved to approve and issue proposed Citations #’s 1 through 8.  Dr. Johnson seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye (abstain on #4) 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye (abstain on #4) 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye (abstain on #’s 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8) 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to approve and issue proposed Citation #9, a summary suspension.  Dr. Reddy 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
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  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to approve and issue proposed Citation #10, a summary suspension.  Dr. Reddy 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Due to a procedural error, Mr. Taylor asked the Board for a new motion and vote on Citation #4. 
 
Dr. Soin moved to approve and issue proposed Citation #4.  Mr. Gonidakis seconded the motion.  A 
vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - abstain 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - abstain 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - abstain 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
RULES & POLICIES 
 
Rule Review Update 
 
Ms. Anderson stated that the rules packages the Board approved in April and May are now caught up and filed 
with the Common Sense Initiative (CSI).  Some public comments have already been received on the proposed 
controlled substance weight-loss rules.  Ms. Anderson anticipated bringing those comments, and any other 
comments that are received on the rules packages, to the Board for discussion at the November 8 Board 
meeting. 
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The telehealth rules have been approved by CSI and are ready to be filed with the Joint Committee on Agency 
Rule Review (JCARR). 
 
Rule 4731-2-01, a procedural rule due for a five-year review, has been filed with JCARR with no changes 
recommended. 
 
Disqualifying Offenses List, 2022 Review 
 
Mr. Smith stated that last year, in compliance with House Bill 263, the Board adopted a list of disqualifying 
offenses which may prevent a licensure applicant from being licensed.  The Board also adopted Rule 4731-30-
03, which requires an annual review of the list and the option of amending the list.  A survey of the Board’s 
staff did not produce any recommendations to change the list, perhaps due to the recentness of its adoption. 
 
Mr. Smith also reviewed the bills that have passed the legislature during the 135th General Assembly.  Mr. 
Smith identified three new criminal offenses that he recommends adding to the list of disqualifying offenses.  
First, Tampering and Unauthorized Use, known as Esther’s Law, prohibits obstructing, tampering with, or 
destroying a recording or a recording device in a nursing home, and that no unauthorized person could view 
the recording.  The other two offences are Hazing; and Reckless Failure to Immediately Report Knowledge of 
Hazing.  Both of these offenses relate to Colin’s Law. 
 
In response to a question from Dr. Schottenstein, Mr. Smith stated that he has looked at the lists developed by 
the Board of Pharmacy and the Board of Nursing, and their lists generally align with the Medical Board’s list, 
though the Medical Board’s list may be slightly longer.  Mr. Smith was uncertain if those two boards have 
adopted a formal annual review process like the Medical Board has.  Mr. Giacalone suggested conferring with 
the Board of Pharmacy and the Board of Nursing about the changes the Medical Board is making and any 
possible changes they are considering for their lists.  Mr. Smith agreed. 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to approve the adding the recommended criminal offenses to the Medical Board’s 
disqualifying offense list, as discussed.  Dr. Bechtel seconded the motion.  All members voted aye, 
except Dr. Rothermel and Dr. Saferin, who abstained.  The motion carried. 
 
Draft Comment on Proposed IMLCC Rule 
 
Mr. Smith stated that at last month’s meeting the Board had discussed a draft rule that had been published by 
the Interstate Medical Licensing Compact Commission (IMLCC).  The Board approved filing a comment that 
largely discussed the conflict the draft rule had with the IMLC statute.  The IMLCC also received 12 other 
comments from other boards.  In response to these comments and additional discussion, the IMLCC has 
changed the draft rule and provided an additional comment period.  This revised draft rule will be presented to 
the IMLCC at their annual meeting on November 8; a rule-making hearing will be held, followed by a final vote 
by the full IMCC minutes later. 
 
Mr. Smith continued that the revised rule still conflicts with the IMLC statute.  Specifically, the revised rule still 
uses the rule-making process to circumvent the requirements of sections 10(b) and 10(d) of the IMLC statute, 
which require automatic discipline under given circumstances.  Also, some procedural irregularities occurred 
due to the hurried fashion in which the revised rule was drafted, such as having only five of the 14 committee 
members vote on this major change.  If approved, the revised rule would allow a member board to immediately 
terminate, reverse, or rescind an automatic action that had occurred under sections 10(b) and 10(d).  There is 
also a question of whether ex officio members should be voting on matters on the Rules and Administrative 
Procedures Committee. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that any kind of disciplinary rule is one of the most important things the IMLC can consider 
and has the most impact on patient safety, so one should expect procedures that are transparent and 
maximize the input of the public and of commission members. 
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The Board discussed this matter thoroughly.  In response to a question from Dr. Reddy, Mr. Smith stated that 
the IMLCC’s stated reason for changing the rule is to reflect statutory requirements.  However, Mr. Smith had 
difficulty with this reasoning since the revised rule would conflict with statute.  Mr. Smith further noted that the 
IMLCC is not using the appropriate mechanism outlined in section 20 of the statute, which requires unanimous 
consent of all the legislatures to change the compact. 
 
Dr. Reddy asked what steps would be available to the Board if it does not approve the decision the IMLCC 
makes in November.  Dr. Schottenstein stated that the Board could litigate the matter.  Mr. Smith agreed with 
there is a provision in the law that allows for litigation and this is something the Board could carefully consider.  
Mr. Smith noted that several other states have also voiced concerns about this proposed rule, particularly 
Maryland.  Mr. Giacalone suggested reaching out to other boards that have similar concerns to discuss the 
matter, perhaps over a conference call.  Mr. Smith agreed with Mr. Giacalone’s suggestion. 
 
Dr. Reddy moved to approve the filing of the draft comment on the proposed IMLCC rule.  Dr. Bechtel 
seconded the motion.  All members voted aye.  The motion carried. 
 
Legislative Update 
 
Mr. Mabe had no new business to bring before the Board since the legislature has not been in session.  Mr. 
Mabe anticipated having a much more substantive update at next month’s meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Quality Assurance Committee Report 
 
Dr. Bechtel stated that the Quality Assurance (QA) Committee met this morning and did the third quarter 
review of the QA program.  Out of the first 79 cases to be reviewed by the Committee, only 2 had been 
reopened for investigations.  Of the 77 cases that remained closed, 66 were closed without further comment; 
10 involved some disagreement about some aspects of the case but the overall feeling was that they should be 
closed; and one case involved discussion with the Secretary and Supervising Member before closing. 
 
Dr. Bechtel found it reassuring that only 2 of the first 79 cases had been reopened and that this shows the hard 
work that the Secretary and Supervising Member put into their analysis of each case.  Dr. Bechtel also 
complimented Ms. Marshall for her work in organizing the data for the Committee’s review. 
 
Finance Report 
 
Dr. Schottenstein stated that August 2022 was basically a break-even month for the Board, noting that this is 
the beginning of Fiscal Year 2023 and revenue generally tends to be lower in odd-numbered fiscal years.  The 
Board is expecting large bills soon, including one for the eLicense system which will be approximately 
$500,000. 
 
Total year-to-date revenue is up by 51% and expenditures are up 20.9%.  This is substantially a function of the 
license renewal deadline extension that occurred two years ago in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic.  In all 
likelihood, revenue and expenditures will appear artificially high throughout Fiscal Year 2023 because both 
those figures were low during the pandemic. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein stated that the Board has seen its first influx of revenue from the Interstate Medical Licensing 
Compact (IMLC), which was $51,165 for August.  IMLC revenue will continue to be reported in its own 
category in fiscal summaries going forward. 
 
The Board received payment via collections on an $18,000 fine, plus interest, which had been levied several 
years ago.  The Board also received $11,000 in disciplinary fines and $6,500 in continuing medical education 
(CME) non-disciplinary fines. 
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Travel Requests 
 
Dr. Saferin moved to approve travel costs for lodging and per diem expenses for Ms. Loucka to attend 
the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) Board Attorney Workshop meeting November 2-4, 2022 
in San Diego, California; and that Ms. Loucka’s attendance at this meeting is in connection with her 
duties, and is related to her position, as Executive Director of the State Medical Board of Ohio.  Dr. 
Reddy seconded the motion.  All members voted aye.  The motion carried. 
 
Dr. Saferin moved to approve travel and incur lodging, flight, transportation, and per diem expenses 
for Mr. Turek to attend the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact Commission’s Annual Meeting being 
held on November 7-8, 2022 in Gulf Shores, Alabama; and that Mr. Turek’s attendance at this meeting 
is in connection with his duties involving the IMLC, and is related to his position, Director, Licensure & 
Licensee Services of State Medical Board of Ohio.  Dr. Bechtel seconded the motion.   
 
In response to a question from Dr. Reddy, Dr. Schottenstein stated that the IMLC does not pay travel 
expenses.  Ms. Anderson added that there are some concerns about whether the IMLC is an appropriate 
source from which Medical Board employees may accept travel expenses. 
 
A vote was taken on Dr. Saferin’s motion to approve.  All members voted aye.  The motion carried. 
 
Licensure Application Reviews 
 
Dr. Reddy moved to approve the Licensure staff recommendations for the requests of Maura McKissic, 
M.T.; Tiffany Valentine, M.T.; Lindsey Herold, M.T.; Mark Sapo, M.T.; and Hunter Williams, M.T.  Dr. 
Bechtel seconded the motion. 
 
Dr. Schottenstein observed that Ms. McKissic and Ms. Valentine, who have been recommended for approval of 
their applications for restoration of their massage therapy licenses pending successful completion of the 
Massage and Bodywork Licensing Examination (MBLEx), have indicated possible financial barriers to their 
ability to take the MBLEx.  Dr. Schottenstein asked if Ms. McKissic and Ms. Valentine have had an opportunity 
to withdraw their applications and resubmit at a time that is more conducive to their ability to proceed.  Mr. 
Turek replied that all these applicants have been offered an opportunity to withdraw their applications.  Mr. 
Turek further stated that in many cases there is no response from the applicant, which is why it comes before 
the Board for resolution.  Mr. Turek stated that if the applicant disagrees with the Board’s decision, they have 
the right to request a hearing.  Dr. Saferin added that he and Dr. Rothermel, as the Supervising Member and 
Secretary of the Board, approve withdraws and denials. 
 
A vote was taken on Dr. Reddy’s motion: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - aye 
  Dr. Saferin - aye 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - aye 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
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Dietetics Advisory Council Report 
 
Ms. Reardon stated that the Dietetics Advisory Council meeting was held on October 3.  Jacob Lammers, a 
new addition to the Board’s Communications staff, was introduced to Council.  Amy Pridday, Compliance 
Supervisor, reviewed the Board’s compliance process and its ongoing partnership with the Ohio Physicians 
Health Program (OPHP), including confidential treatment and monitoring.  Two interns who are currently 
enrolled in graduate studies in dietetics also attended to observe the meeting. 
 
Ms. Reardon continued that Kay Mavko of the Ohio Association of Nutrition and Dietetics (OAND) gave an 
update on OAND’s annual public policy event.  Ms. Mavko also wished the Board to be aware that on 
September 28 the Biden administration hosted the first White House Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and 
Health.  The Conference was a call-to-action to end hunger and increase healthy eating and physical activity 
by 2030. 
 
PROBATIONARY REPORTS AND REQUESTS 
 
Office Conference Reviews 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to approve the Compliance staff’s Reports of Conferences for September 12, 13, 
and 27, 2022.  Dr. Reddy seconded the motion.  All members voted aye, except Dr. Rothermel, Dr. Saferin, 
and Dr. Bechtel, who abstained.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Giacalone noted that probationer Michael Howkins, D.O., has a history of missing call-ins for drug screens 
and Dr. Howkins had a discussion with Dr. Rothermel and Dr. Saferin about this issue.  Mr. Giacalone asked if 
Drs. Rothermel and Saferin are satisfied that Dr. Howkins is compliant with his program.  Dr. Saferin replied 
that he and Dr. Rothermel are comfortable with where Dr. Howkins is right now. 
 
Probationary Requests 
 
Dr. Johnson moved to approve the Secretary and Supervising Member’s recommendations for the 
following probationary requests, as follows: 
 

a) Thomas Bailey, M.D.:  To approve the request for release from the terms of the October 14, 2020 
Consent Agreement. 

b) Anshuli Gupta, M.D.:  To approve the request for release from the terms of the October 11, 2017 Step II 
Consent Agreement. 

c) Colin S. Moorhead, M.D.:  To approve the request for release from the terms of the October 13, 2021 
Consent Agreement. 

d) Dara Parvin, M.D.:  To approve the course PBI Medical Ethics and Professionalism, offered by PBI 
Education, to fulfill the professional ethics course requirement. 

e) Kurt Schroer, D.O.:  To approve the course summary for Intensive Course in Medical Ethics, 
Boundaries and Professionalism, offered by Case Western Reserve University, to fulfill the medical 
ethics/boundaries course requirement. 

 
Dr. Reddy seconded the motion.  A vote was taken: 
 
ROLL CALL: Dr. Rothermel - abstain 
  Dr. Saferin - abstain 
  Mr. Giacalone - aye 
  Dr. Schottenstein - aye 
  Dr. Soin - aye 
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  Dr. Johnson - aye 
  Mr. Gonidakis - aye 
  Dr. Kakarala - aye 
  Dr. Feibel - aye 
  Dr. Reddy - aye 
  Dr. Bechtel - abstain 
  Ms. Montgomery - aye 
 
The motion carried. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Dr. Bechtel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Saferin seconded the motion.  All members voted aye.  
The motion carried. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:34 a.m. 
 
 
We hereby attest that these are the true and accurate approved minutes of the State Medical Board of Ohio 
meeting on October 12, 2022, as approved on November 9, 2022. 
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